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Date: July 28, 2017

To: Members of the Historical Commission

From: Sarah Burks, Preservation Planner

Re: D-1461 207 Cambridge Street

Gould House &Bakery(1857)

A new gplicationto demolish a 3story mixed use building/ias received oduly 10, 201L7. The
applicant was notified of an initigletermination of significance and a public hearing was scheduled for
August 3, 2017

Site Description ané&rojectTimeline

Thebuilding at 207 Cambridge Streeas located on th@orthsideof CambridgeStreetopposite the
Registry of Deeddt is being redeveloped along with thdjacenbank building at the cornef Third
Street When combined hietwo lots (Map 20 Lots 75 and 98orm an L-shapedot of approximately
21,192 square feethepropertyis located in a Business districtalong Carbridge Street, abutting the
C-1residential districon Gore Street. This business zone allows residential antelsaaises, with a 1.0
FAR and 35 foot height limitor business use¥heassessed value for the land a&xiktingbuildingsat
207 Cambridge Streediccordingtothe nl i ne a alsses $1059,400 The praperty was
purchased biark Lechmere LLC induly 2015 for $3.125,000

Theexisting buildingis built to thesidewalk on Cambridggtreet A five baymasonry block garage

behind 207 Cambridge Stregas built in 1963 and also proposed for demolitiphbutit is not

corsidered significanfThebuildingwaslastoccupi@d as a const abl gagamtfoof fi ce bu
some timewhile the owner has pursued permitting approvals for a redevelopment project.

The developmemnroject has changed several tgne the lasyear The demolition of this building was

first reviewed by the Commission April 2016 when a design for a orstory retail store for CVS was
presentedA demolition delayand a series of meetings with the East Cambridge Planning drecn

working subcommittee of the Planning Teesulted in a revised proposal for residerdiad retail uses

in amulti-story building. That proposal included tleemolitionof 207 Cambridge Street with demolition
and the preservation of the bank buildi@mn December 1, 2016 Historical Commissiofoundthe

building at 207 Cambridge Street to be no longer preferably preserved within the context of the revised
project design.

Theresidentialretail proposal required aoning amendment to allow fetreetwall constructionan
increase in the height limit and &mallowed gross floor are@he abutters on Gore Sttempposed the
zoningamendment. fie Planning Boardoted unanimously taot support the zoning petitiomhe

zoning proceeded to the Ordinance Committeere avorking groupwas formed by Councilor Carlone,
but acompomisesolution was not foundind the zoning petition did not leave the committeaeto
considered byhe full council. The petition hagnce expired.The owner went back to the drawing board.
This time, supporfromthe abuttersias been expresséa the onestory retail and CVS tenant.



2
The proponentbave returneavith a new plan that willtill preserve the bank buildir{gurrently being
studied fo landmark designation) bptoposesiemolition 0of207 Cambridge $tet. Tke bank would be
incomorated into aetail building with afacadeof varying heightsntendedo break up theisual mas®f
the building. Presumably, the buildicguld be divided up into multipletores in the future if the CVS
tenant were to lee.

207 Cambridge Street

This 3story mixed use building sits directly opposite the Middlesex County South Registry of Deeds. It

has a low hip roof, large friezmnd andwide eaves. The fenestrationds/idedinto three symmetrical

bays on the upper two floors and the ground floor is finished witbdernbrick storefront. An enclosed

stairtower was added along theestelevationThe mai n bl ock of the building
Attherearisad3bory el | me a s The building i cov@redswitruagbestos shingle siding, but

an 1875 stereopticon photiepictsthe original Italianate detailing including quoins, flanking chimneys,

shutters, window trim, and possibly window hoods. The masweahyon the east side served as a fire

wall for this buildirg and the former building at 2@&ambridge Stredh 4-story brick commercial

building built in 1889 and demolished 1976)

207 Cambridge Street rear and west side. CHC staff photo, 2016.



207 Cambige St (|rcle 217 Cambride t., 221 mrie St., and 227 Cambrig St. (far eft)

1873 Atlas detail showing bakery and residence at 209 Cambridge Street.
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207 Cambridge Street was sided with asbestos shingles in 1943 and the eastern portion of the hipped roof
was raised 1963 with zoning approvlhe building is in average condition but its exterior character has

been diluted by the white siding, replacemsimdows, and brick storefront. Because of the demolition of

the buildings on either side it stands alone in a sea of pavement.

George Fowle built 207 Cambridge Street in 1857 for baker William Gould as hotise and bakery.
The property was sold atehsed to a succession of bak@ho both lived and worked at the property
including Ezra T. Mclintire, FrdaM. Doyle, S. H. Mitchell, James Tominy, and Antonio Goncal#es.
bakery operations grew, so did the building, with the commercial bakeryratathef the siteS.H.

Mitchell built an addition in 1898Remarkably, this building remained in its original use as a dwelling
and bakery for a hundred yea@oncalves appears to have been the last lba&sx and after he retired
the rear portion of #nbuilding was used as @autogarage and storag&€hisrearstructure vas

demolished and rebuilt as é&y garage in 197From the 1938 to the 1960kgipropertywasthe
locationof Vi t o Mitaliardned and provisions store, Vito & Soddter theMa i & stawebelosed,
the commerciespace wateased for office usky an insurance company and most recently a constable.

207 Cambridge Street (blue) and 227 Cambridge Street (yellow); Cambridge GIS, 2016



